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No. S. D. VI 2891
Home Department (Political)
Bombay Castle, 30th November, 1942
From
The Additional Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department
So
<3   M. K. Gandhi, Esquire
Sir,
I am directed to refer to your telegraphic message dated
the 24th instant, regarding the fast of Professor Bhansali.
In reply I am to state that Government is unable to sanctio'n
your request to be allowed to communicate with him.
If, however, you desire to advise him, for humanitarian
reasons, to abandon his fast, this Government will make
arrangements to communicate your advice to him.
Your obedient servant,
Sd/-
Additional Secretary to the
Government of Bombay, Home Department
16
Detention Camp,
4th December, 1942
Sir,
I beg to acknowledge your letter of 30th ultimo received
by me yesterday afternoon (3rd instant). I note with deep
regret that my telegraphic -message with regard to a dear
co-worker, whose life seems to be in jeopardy, should have been
answered by a letter which reached me ten days after the
despatch of my message!
I am sorry for the Government rejection of my request.
As I believe in the legitimacy and even necessity of fasting
under given circumstances, I am unable to advise abandonment
of Prof. Bhansali's fast, unless I know that he has no justifying
reason for it. If the newspaper report is to be believed, there
Heems to be legitimate ground for his fast and I must be content
to lose my friend, if I must.
I am, etc.,
Additional Secretary to the                       M. K. Gandhi
Government of Bombay, (H. D.)